
      Rag Tote Bag
Skill level:  Beginner

Requirements

One M & S Textiles 10” square Charm Pack (fabrics may vary)
Eight 8¾” squares batting
Two 1½“ x 30” strips of batting
Four ¾” x 9” strips double sided fusible stabilizer
One 12” x 4” rectangle double sided fusible stabilizer
Thread
Rotary cutter and related supplies
Sewing machine and related supplies
  

This roomy tote bag is fast and easy.   One Charm Pack is enough to create the entire tote bag.  It is large and 
room with two 9½” interior pockets.  Approximate pre-wash measurements are 181⁄8” x 15” with a 4” x 12” 
bottom.  
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Step 1.  Cutting Instructions.

Pick out eight 10” charm squares for the inside and outside of the tote bag.
Pick out three 10” charm squares for the handles.
Pick out four 10” charm squares for the interior pockets.
Pick out two 10” charm squares for the bottom of bag stabilizer.

Step 2.   Layer the squares for the bag.   Place one 10” 
charm square wrong sides together with one 10” 
charm square with one batting square in between.   
Center the batting and align the edges of the fabric 
squares.   Repeat for remaining six squares.

Step 3.   Quilt along both diagonals of each square, 
through all the layers.

Step 4.  Place the backs of two squares together, align-
ing the raw edges.   Stitch along one side using a 5⁄8” 
seam allowance.   Seam allowances will be to the front.  
Sew three more sets of two squares together.
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Step 5.  Sew two rows of two together using a 5⁄8” seam 
allowance.  Be sure to place the backs together so the 
seam allowances are to the front of the tote.   

HINT:  Alternate the seam allowances so the seams butt 
together.

Step 6.  Place two 10” charm squares right sides togeth-
er to create the pocket.  Stitch around the entire square 
using a ¼“ seam allowance, leaving a 3” opening to 
turn the pocket.  Repeat with remaining two pocket 
squares.

Step 7.   Turn pockets right side out and press.   Topsitch 
along one edge.



Step 8.  Place one pocket on the interior side of each 
section of bag.  The top stitched edge should be at the 
top.   Stitch the sides and bottom of the pocket close to 
the edge, through all layers.   

Step 9.  Place the two sections of tote bag with interior 
sides together.  (Seam allowances not shown in 
diagram) Stitch along both sides using a 5⁄8” seam 
allowance.  Then stitch bottom seam completely from 
edge to edge.  Do not press seam allowances.  

Step 10.   Turn bag inside out.   Poke out the two 
bottom corners and place the bag �at aligning the side 
seam with the bottom seam.  Use a ruler and measure 
approximately 1½” in from the corner and where it is 4” 
from edge to edge.  Draw a line.   Stitch along the line, 
backstitching at the start and �nish.   See photo.
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Step 11.  Turn bag right side out.  Place the stabilizer 
strips in between the top edge of each square.   Clip 
edges of the strip to �t against the quilting.   Each strip 
should be next to the 5⁄8” seam line at the top of the 
bag.   Fuse both layers together.    Stitch around the top 
of the bag through both layers using a 5⁄8” seam allow-
ance. 

Step 12.   Stitch three 10” squares together for the han-
dles as shown in diagram using a ¼” seam allowance.

Step 13.  Cut this strip in half along the vertical side.  

Step 14.  With wrong side facing up, place one strip of 
1½” batting along the center of the strip.

Step 15.  Press one long edge in ½”.   Fold other long 
edge over the top of the batting.   Fold the turned edge 
over the top of the raw edge.  Strips should measure 
1½” wide.   Pin to hold.   Topstitch to secure seam.   Top-
stitch other side.
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Step 16.  On the outside of the tote, place one end of 
each handle 3” from the center seam, overlapping the 
bag 2”.   Tuck in the raw edge and secure handle to the 
bag by stitching a box, then an X on the handle 
through all layers of the bag.  

Make sure the straps are not twisted when sewing the 
second end down.  

Step 17.  Clip all seam allowance not more than 3⁄8” in.   
Make these clips approximately ¾” apart.  Be sure to 
clip near all seam allowance intersections.
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Step 18.   Sew two 10” squares together on one side using a 
¼” seam allowance.   Press seam to one side.   Center the 4” x 
12” rectangle of stabilizer on the wrong side of the squares.   
Trim and fold the square to �t around both sides of the stabi-
lizer and on the ends.   Fuse the fabric to the stabilizer.    Top-
stitch the overlapping seam and on the ends.

Step 19.  Wash the tote bag to ru�e up the seam allowances.   
Insert the stabilizer rectangle into the bottom of the bag.
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